
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD SUNDAY 
January 12, 2025 

 
Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.  
Thank you.  

 

For the Gathered  
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our 
adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised 
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers 
. . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we 

receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 
 

 

Greeting – ELW 147 
(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
(All) - And also with you. 
 
(All who are able may stand.) 

Gathering Song – This Little Light of Mine – 

ELW 677 
 

 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

 



 

Confession and Forgiveness – ELW 95  
(Pastor) 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
 

Kyrie - ELW 147 
(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Canticle of Praise – ELW 149     
(Liturgist)   

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
(SING)Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

 

Prayer of the Day  
 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading – Isaiah 43:  1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people 
home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, 
created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their 
enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 



 1 But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3 For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
       2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
    worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
    4 The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  



 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
    6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 
7 The voice | of the LORD 

bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
    8 The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
  
9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests 

bare. 
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
    10 The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 
11 O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 

Epistle Reading – Acts 8:  14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group 

that was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through 
the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit in the laying on of hands. 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the 

Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for the Young at Heart 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Special Music 



 

Gospel Announcement – Luke 3:  15-17, 21-22 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 

Acclamation – ELW 151  
(ALL SING) -  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  
 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Message  
 
(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Hymn of the Day – Shall We Gather at the River 
– ELW 423 (vs. 1, 3, & 4) 
 

Shall we gather at the river, 

 where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever 
 flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river 
 that flows by the throne of God. 



 
 Ere we reach the shining river, 
 lay we ev'ry burden down; 
 grace our spirits will deliver, 
 and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 
 
 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
 soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
 soon our happy hearts will quiver 
 with the melody of peace.  Refrain 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

 

Apostles’ Creed – ELW 105 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Response 
(Liturgist) –God of grace, 
(All) – Hear our prayer.  

 

Offering 



 

Offertory - We Are An Offering – W&P 146 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.  
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,     
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 
We are an offering. 
 

Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 

any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving – ELW 152 
 

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you. 

(ALL) - And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor’s Preface  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



Our Response – ELW 153  
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer – ELW 154  
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Confession Song – Lamb of God – ELW 154  
 

(ALL SING) –  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 



Distribution 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Sending Song – Go, My Children, with My 

Blessing – ELW 543 (vs. 1 & 3) 
 

 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Announcements  

 



 Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

(ALL) - Thanks be to God. 
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